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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...the first printing press 
arrived in the Colonies in 1638, and 
that same printing press found its way 
across the river to Westminster in 1781, 
becoming the first printing press in 
Vermont?

Stephen Daye, along with his family, 
was brought to operate the press from 
England by Jose Glover.  Glover died on 
the voyage, and the press, with Daye, 
became part of Glover’s estate. Governor 
Winthrop, in his journal, documented 
that Daye “began business in the first 
month of 1639.” When Glover’s 
widow married Henry Dunster, 
the first president of the new 
Harvard College in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, Dunster assumed 
management of the press.

Isaiah Thomas recounted the 
early history of what became 
known as Stephen Daye’s press in 
his History of Printing in America 
(1810). Extensive details are in 
Story of an Old Press (1937) by 
Sidney A. Kimber. Mathew Daye 
took over for his father until 
1648, when management of the 
press passed to Samuel Green. 
Still owned by the Glover estate, 
but controlled by Dunster, court 
records show Harvard owned the 
press by 1658, if not a few years 
earlier. At some point, ownership 
of the press passed to Samuel 
Green. Green sired nineteen 
children with his two wives. One 
son, Bartholomew, became one 
of Boston’s greatest printers. 
When the elder Green died, 
another son, Timothy Green 
took the Daye press to New 
London, Connecticut, setting 
up shop there in 1714.

About 1770, according to 
articles in The Literary Collector 
in 1903 and 1904, “two of their 

[Green] relatives, Judah Paddock Spooner 
and Alden Spooner, were apprenticed to 
the Greens. They formed a partnership 
with Timothy Green (the second or third), 
and moved their printing business to 
Norwich, Connecticut.

The Spooners moved the Daye press 
to Dresden, Vermont (now Hanover, New 
Hampshire) in 1778, where they became 
the “State Printers.” There they printed 
the first book in Vermont (albeit on the 
eastern shore of the Connecticut River 
and before Vermont was a State).

In 1780, at the request of Stephen 
Rowe Bradley, Timothy Green and 
Judah Paddock Spooner brought the 
Daye Press to Westminster and set up 
shop. Conflicting accounts place the 
press in the Court House (scene of the 
Westminster Massacre in 1775) or on  

 

 
Lower [Main] Street, south of the 
present-day church. Most important, 
however, is that the first printing press in 
America, is now the first press in present 
day Vermont. Here was published the 
first newspaper in the State, The Vermont 
Gazette or Green Mountain Postboy, 
February 12, 1781. The first Vermont 
paper money was also printed there, and 
the first counterfeit money. The Vermont 
Gazette ceased publication after two 
years, and the old press was moved to 
Windsor, Vermont, where it was operated 
by George Hough and Alden Spooner.

For many years then, the press moved 
around Weathersfield and Woodstock, 
ending up in Preston Merrifield’s barn 
in Windsor. The Vermonter Volume 11 in 
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1905 reported: “After mouldering in the 
dust of his barn for a time, the press, 
about 1870, found its way to the Capital 
of the State where for a number of years 
it was stored in the dome of the State 
House. Through the instrumentality 
of the Vermont Press Association the 
press was resurrected [about 1888] and 
put together as originally built, with 
the exception of some parts that were 
missing. The Vermont Historical Society 
has had the missing parts restored, and 
now the press presents practically the 
same appearance that it did when first 
brought to America.”

In a 2016 interview, Jackie Calder, 
curator at the Vermont Historical Society 
museum, stated that for quite some time 
the press was believed to have belonged 
to Stephen Daye, and, although disproved 
in the 1950s, the confusion persists even 
today. She explicitly stated, “There is no 
evidence to support the Stephen Daye 
association, and the VHS now refers to 
it as the Dresden Press.” But wasn’t the 
press in Dresden Stephen Daye’s?


